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HABs Update
b y  C L W N  S t a f f  I n t e r n  A l o r a  C i s n e r o z

This  week  has  been  relat ively  quiet  on  the  side  of

bloom  reports .  So  i f  you ' re  looking  for  some  reading

mater ial  to  sat iate  your  need  for  water  qual i ty  news,  I

have  just  the  thing  for  you!

CLWN  has  just  released  our  second  quarter ly  "Network

News"  newsletter  where  you  can  learn  about  how  our

Lake  Friendly  Living  coal i t ion  was  recognized  by  the

NYS  Assembly,  how  cit izen  scient ists  are  t ry ing  to  make

HABs  test ing  cheaper  with  f ie ld  kits ,  ref lect ions  f rom

the  Cayuga  Climate  Action  on  local  progress,  and  much

more!  (There  may  even  be  some  new  CLWN  merch! )  

I f  that  st i l l  isn ' t  enough  water  news  for  you,  CSI  also

released  their  monthly  update  report .  In  i t  you  can  f ind

updates  on  synoptic  stream  monitor ing,  red  f lag

monitor ing,  biological  monitor ing,  and  HABs

Monitor ing.

Happy  reading!
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https://www.cayugalake.org/wp-content/uploads/clwn_nn_i2_2021.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fc8712c4ebeb/csi-july-monthly-update


HABs Update 
(as of Monday 8/2 )
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HABs Technical Chart 

Map indicating the

locations of the recent

blooms on Cayuga Lake.

 Credit: CSI's HABs Map

As  was  mentioned  earl ier ,  i t 's  been  a  wonderful ly  quiet  week  for  HABs!  Since  the  most

recent  newsletter  last  Tuesday  7 /26,  we 've  had  only  a  few  reported  blooms.  

In  other  excit ing  news,  the  chlorophyl l  and  microcyst in  toxin  results  for  al l  the  past

blooms  sampled  this  season  have  been  updated.  All  of  those  "Results  pending"

noti f icat ions  now  have  actual  values!  You  can  f ind  that  data  on  CSI 's  Master  Results

Table  here.

Photos taken of bloom 21-3432-B2, located North of the Ithaca Yacht Club

along the shoreline on Glenwood Road. Colonies of Dolichospermum were
detected in the sample, which is why the bloom is now considered a HAB.

 Credit: CSI's HABs Map

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14khzNUSuKv6gTl1pY5fWM7QztEh6ZL02&ll=42.752565955026505%2C-76.6251016211515&z=10
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18G7Vw98RoC8CirL2_xZS-dm5NsKuUZK2_S46sdOGCs8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=14khzNUSuKv6gTl1pY5fWM7QztEh6ZL02&ll=42.50202438396513%2C-76.53717167016195&z=15


hoping to have finalized these two documents and be in a good position to engage in outreach!

I have had such a great time learning a lot about the natural and built environment around Cayuga
Lake, gaining some valuable experience with climate communication skills, and learning how
customizable home sustainability can be. I have appreciated my time with CLWN this summer so
much, and I’m super excited for the next few weeks as my work begins to materialize into a tangible
output!
Maeve can be reached at her email: mmd275@cornell.edu
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Meet the Cayuga Lake Watershed Networks Interns!

 
Curious  to  know  the  who  the  interns  are  this  summer  and  what  we  have  been  up  to?

Keep  reading!

Hi! My name is Maeve, I am a rising Senior in the College of
Human Ecology at Cornell studying Human Development with
minors in Environment & Sustainability, Nutrition & Health, and
Gerontology.

As the Climate Change and Watershed Outreach Intern, I have
been working  on two main outcomes for this summer: First, to
create a plan of outreach to citizens within the Watershed that
live off the lake and may be harder to reach. The second goal
is to actually adapt a previously developed document (See:
Lakeside Living in a Changing Climate) aimed at encouraging
and simplifying sustainable living at home to these individuals
who don't live directly on the lake. By the end of August, I am

Meet Maeve Day! 
Climate Change and

Watershed Outreach Intern

 

Meet Hannah Jo! 
Climate Change

Website and Annual

Report Intern

Hi, my name is Hannah! I am originally from Bear, Delaware and I will be
a senior this fall at Cornell studying Environment & Sustainability with
minors in Plant Science and Climate Change. 
 
I am the Climate Change Website and Annual Report Intern this summer
and have been working on developing resources about climate change
around the watershed, specific environmental changes we have seen in
the past few decades, and what adaptation and mitigation looks like in
this area. I hope to provide members of our community with a better
understanding of how climate change is affecting us right now and to
encourage engagement with what we can all do to help! It has been so
rewarding applying knowledge and research skills I have learned in class
to support Cayuga Lake and its residents with information I hope will
clarify and expand current understanding about our changing world. 

Hannah can be reached at her email: hj253@cornell.edu

https://www.cayugalake.org/resources/lakeside-living-and-climate-change/


2020:  HABs reporting

brochure holders were installed

at all State Parks and some

other waterfront parks around

the lake.  These are stocked

with Cayuga Lake HABs

Information and Reporting

Brochures. 

July 2021: So far, there have

been 41 documented HABs

this season.  Lots of runoff

from rainfall has contributed to

a large spike in  blooms in

July.
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Meet Brittany
Beckwith! 
Climate Change

Youth Outreach

Intern

Hi, my name is Brittany, and this summer I am the Climate Change Youth
Outreach Intern for CLWN. I am going to be a senior this fall majoring in
Environment & Sustainability. I am originally from Central Florida.

 This summer, I have been helping the Network with their mission to do more in
encouraging local youth engagement with the watershed and with important
topics like climate change. From reading long academic papers, to
understanding how platforms like 'Tik-Tok' and 'Instagram' can be (surprisingly
very) educational, to talking with youth and community groups from throughout
the watershed, our goal is to provide a wealth of resources for youth, educators,
and more to get involved with protecting our unique environment. 

My favorite part of this internship is meeting everyone at CLWN, and getting a
chance to connect with other watershed interns, they are the kindest and most
thoughtful people. It has also been great to be able to go on the Teal lake
cruises with Discover Cayuga Lake- I highly recommend you try to book a seat
on one of their sunset cruises!

Brittany can be reached at her email: beb232@cornell.edu 

Meet Alora
Cisneroz! 
HABs

Communication

Intern

Hi! I'm Alora, the trusty person in your inbox every Tuesday with the HABs
Newsletter. This fall I'm going to be a junior at Cornell (Major: Environment &
Sustainability Minor: Law and Society). Eventually, I hope to work in some capacity
for the federal government on climate change policy. Although DC is in my future, I
live in Ithaca during the school year, and am originally from the Bay Area in Northern
California.

This summer, I have been helping to research, write, and distribute critical HABs
information to the broader Finger Lakes community. But beyond communicating the
existing water quality dangers in the newsletter, I also strive to elevate features that
celebrate the beauty of our region--both its community and natural wonders. You
might have noticed this through the arts features, leader spotlight, and photos of
Cayuga Lake. I hope that by pairing some of this celebratory information with the
serious reality of HABs, community members are reminded of the root reason why we
must all take action to protect the watershed: a shared love for the region and the
people who live here. I hope that by the end of the summer, I have provided news to
the community that both educates as well as empowers us into action.

So far, my favorite thing about my intern experience at CLWN has been how I have learned so much more
about the Finger Lakes region and the community members who care for it. Unfortunately, as a Cornell
student, it's typical to be slightly isolated from the reality of the broader community. Getting immersed this
summer through my work has helped me feel more at home in Ithaca. 

Alora can be reached at her email: aec248@cornell.edu

http://www.communityscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/HABs-Information-and-Reporting-Brochure.pdf


What is the HABs Monitoring Program?

The Cayuga Lake HABs Monitoring Program is a collaborative effort led by a local

consortium of three nonprofits: the Community Science Institute (CSI), the Cayuga

Lake Watershed Network (CLWN), and Discover Cayuga Lake (DCL), working in

collaboration with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

(NYSDEC). Through this monitoring program, we seek to protect public health, water

quality, and the larger ecosystem from HABs. 

How can I know if there is a HAB near me?

The fastest way is to look at CSI's HABs Reporting Page, which provides an updated

map with all the critical information. NY's Department of Environmental Conservation

(DEC) also maintains a HABs map. Additionally, this email newsletter will also

communicate any reported HABs for the past week.

Where can I report a potential HAB?

Use this form or email habshotline@gmail.com. Please be sure to include all of the

information required: personal information (your name, email, and phone number),

bloom information (observation date and time and location of the bloom), and two

pictures (one close up to show bloom composition and one from far away to show

bloom extent).
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FAQs

Where can I easily view past HABs newsletters?
The CLWN website posts each weekly newsletter under the 2021 HABs Update

page.

If I have more questions, who can I contact?
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (CLWN)

CLWN Executive Director, Hilary Lambert: steward@cayugalake.org

607-319-0475 

Community Science Institute (CSI)
info@communityscience.org 

HABs Monitoring Program Coordinator, Nathaniel Launer:

nathaniel.launer@communityscience.org

607-257-6606 

Discover Cayuga Lake (DCL)
(607) 327-5253

http://www.communityscience.org/volunteer/harmful-algal-bloom-monitoring/cayuga-lake-habs-reporting-page/
https://nysdec.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ae91142c812a4ab997ba739ed9723e6e
http://www.communityscience.org/cayuga-lake-2018-harmful-algal-blooms-results/report-a-hab/
https://www.cayugalake.org/harmful-algal-blooms/2020-habs-updates/
https://www.cayugalake.org/
http://www.communityscience.org/
https://www.discovercayugalake.org/

