
A Cayuga Lake Watershed 
Update from FLLT

Max Heitner, Director of  Conservation







FLLT Land Conservation

FLLT Land Conservation 
Three ways:

1. Preserves – Own and 
Manage 50 nature preserves 

2. Cooperative Transfers -
Convey lands to increase 
public conservation lands

3. Easements – agree to 
conservation restrictions on 
private properties









7 acre addition to Salmon 
Creek Bird Sanctuary





8 acre addition to Lindsay-
Parsons Biodiversity Preserve







12 acre addition to Etna 
Nature Preserve on Fall 

Creek





81 acre CE on addition to 
Fischer Old-Growth Natural 
Area with Cornell University





42 acre cooperative 
acquisition with The 
Wetland Trust on the 

Cayuga Inlet







Summer 2024 Pending Projects

260 acre conservation 
easement and 26 acre 

preserve acquisition on 
Fall Creek







Stream stabilization project with 
Seneca County S&WCD and 

USFWS at Van Riper 
Conservation Area











Cedarview

A 110 acre former golf  
course conversion to a DEC 
Wildlife Management Area









In May, 2024 Bell Station 
became public conservation 
land - now Cayuga Shores 
Wildlife Management Area 







Opening of  the Sims-
Jennings Preserve at 

Cayuga Cliffs in June 2024

























FLLT’s 5-Point Water Initiative
1. Greater emphasis on lakeshore 

and stream corridors
2. New focus on creating natural 

buffers along our streams
3. Restoring streams and 

wetlands to slow down storm 
runoff

4. Creating an educational 
resource hub on toxic algae

5. Strengthening partnerships and 
piloting new programs with 
our lake associations







Any Questions?

Max Heitner, Director of  Conservation
maxheitner@fllt.org
Office: 607-275-9487
Cell: 908-370-5975

mailto:maxheitner@fllt.org
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