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Presentation Outline

1. What is the DWSP2? 

2. Who is it for?

3. What is the framework? 

4. How is it implemented?

5. How can my community be involved?



Drinking Water Source Protection Program (DWSP2)

• Safe Drinking Water Act (1996) 
• required state to evaluate source water

• SWAP reports by the NYSDOH

• “Top down” statewide assessment of public 
water supplies did not lead to local 
protection

• DWSP2 Framework (2017)
• “Bottom up” voluntary program with focus on 

local stakeholders

• State funding for Technical Advisor to develop 
Plan 

• City of Ithaca awarded funds in 1st round



Who is DWSP2 for?

• Small, Medium, Large Public Water Supplies

• Rural and urban communities

• Public water supplies who don’t have updated maps

• Municipalities who have:

▪ Groundwater, surface water, or both

▪ Limited staff capacity

▪ A source within or outside of their administrative boundaries

▪ Disadvantaged communities



DWSP2 Framework’s Key Components

A. Prepare source water map

B. Form stakeholder group

C. Formulate the vision and goals 

D. Inventory potential contaminant sources

E. Complete GIS mapping

F. Identify protection strategies

G. Develop implementation timeline

H. Finalize plan



A. Source Water Area Map



B. Stakeholder Group

City of Ithaca DWSP2: 

City of Ithaca (City Council, Planning, Water Treatment Plant, 
Department of Public Works)
Tompkins County Department of Health
Town of Caroline
Finger Lakes Land Trust
Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District
Town of Dryden
Agricultural Representatives
Tompkins County Planning



C. Vision and Goals

City of 
Ithaca 

DWSP2

Vision
"In collaboration with neighboring municipalities and our broad range of community stakeholders, the City of Ithaca 
commits to implementing effective measures for protection and management of the Six Mile Creek watershed along with 
proactive measures for maintenance and surveillance of the drinking water reservoir. These collective actions are intended 
to maintain the City's public water supply as a reliable and cost-effective source of excellent quality potable water that 
meets the highest public health standards"

Goal #1 Protect public health

Goal #2 Address existing water quality issues, including taste

Goal #3 Evaluate current land use and prepare for future land use

Goal #4 Create long-lasting partnerships

Goal #5 Early detection and rapid response to invasive species

Goal #6 Avoid treatment costs or the need to find a new supply



D. Inventory Contaminant Sources 



E. Complete Mapping (e.g., Land Use)



F. Protection Strategies



F. Protection Strategies (cont.)



G.  Implementation Timeline 

Implementation Project #1: 
Stormwater Protection for 
Solar Sites



G.  Implementation Timeline (cont.) 

Implementation Project #3: Comprehensive 
Stream Corridor Assessment (pending CFA Grant)

Implementation Project #2: 
Build-out Analysis (awarded 
NY Sea Grant)



H.  Adopt Final Plan

Reference projects in the plan for 
more competitive grant applications!



Implementation Phase

• Designate Plan Management Team (PMT) responsible for:
• Implementation Timeline and Actions

• Annual progress report to share with the community and DEC/DOH

• Revise plan on a regular basis (5 years)

City of Ithaca DWSP2 Plan Management Team:

City of Ithaca Common Council City Water & Sewer Engineer

Town of Caroline, Dryden and Danby 
Representatives

Tompkins County Dept of Planning and 
Sustainability

Chief Water Plant Operator Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District

Watershed Coordinator Tompkins County Department of Health

Finger Lakes Land Trust



Implementation Phase (cont.)

• State funding for Technical Advisor to assist implementation 

• Develop model solar law

• Write grant applications:
▪NY Seaway Grant: Build-out Analysis
▪Non-Ag Nonpoint Source (NPS) Grant: 

Stream Corridor Assessment

City of Ithaca 
Implementation 

Actions



Implementation Project #1 –
Model Solar Law

1. Gap Analysis of protections 
within existing laws

2. Draft example clauses for 
stormwater protection

3. Meet with municipal 
representatives

4. Recommend options to fit within 
the context of existing local laws  



Implementation Project #2 –
Build-out Analysis

1. Literature Review / Data Collection

2. Model Build and Test 

3. Define Assessment Areas

4. Establish future land use scenarios

5. Identify feasible land use control 
scenarios 

6. Final recommendations



Implementation Project #3 – Stream Corridor Assessment

• Potential Project

• CFA Awards anticipated end 
2023 / early 2024



Implementation Example (Town of Holland)

Non-regulatory Tool: Local Law Gap Analysis 

Goal: Identify where local law could 

be strengthened to protect the 

source water from potential 

contaminants.  



Implementation Example (Town and Village of Ellicottville)

Outreach and Education: Webpage 

Goal: An educational resource to 

serve as an engagement tool for the 

community. 



Future Rounds of DWSP2 

• To be eligible for DWSP2 applicants must have:

1. Active community water supply, as defined by NYS DOH

2. Need for source water protection (not infrastructure improvements)

3. Desire to protect community water supply

4. More than one municipality may apply together with shared source water

• Round 2 closed November 2023

• Annual enrollment anticipated



DWSP2 Application Form

• Application Instructions: 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/dwsp2.app.guide.pdf

• Access application form online (requires creation of NY.gov Account)

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/dwsp2.app.guide.pdf


Questions?

Please reach out to Rebecca Minas at rminas@bartonandloguidice.com

mailto:rminas@bartonandloguidice.com
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