Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

PO Box 348

Aurora, NY, 13026

www.cayugalake.org

It takes a Network to protect a watershed!

X
Stwork to prove®

March 28, 2023

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS Capital Building

Albany, NY 12224

RE: Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network Resolution
Dear Governor Hochul,

The Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (est. 1998) passed a resolution at its March 14, 2023,
Board of Directors Meeting in support of the Cayuga County Board of Health’s 12/20/2022
request that the NYSDOH be directed to complete their review of the proposed draft Owasco
Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations. In February, we learned that the NYSDOH is moving
forward with its review including public stakeholder meetings. We would like to express our
thanks for that initiative.

Our watershed is directly adjacent to the Owasco Lake Watershed. The City of Auburn public
water supply, drawn from Owasco Lake, serves residents within our watershed, and Cayuga Lake
shares many of the same water quality issues that Owasco Lake is currently experiencing.

The Cayuga Lake Watershed Network has followed the progress of the Owasco Lake Watershed
efforts to revise their existing watershed rules and regulations for the protection of public
drinking water sources and other valuable uses of the lake and tributaries for years. In 2020, we
passed a resolution endorsing the revised Owasco Watershed Rules and Regulations, and
requested that the existing, outdated, 1984 Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations be
repealed and replaced with the revised version, which was developed through a thorough,
evidence-based process including significant stakeholder engagement.

Now, increasing microcystin toxin levels measured in the Owasco Lake drinking water sources
over the last 5 years threaten to exceed the removal capacity of the treatment system, and the
MCL exceedances of disinfection by-product total triholamethanes (TTHMs) require immediate
action to protect the Owasco Lake from further pollution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network supports the
Cayuga County Board of Health’s request to Governor Hochul that the NYSDOH complete its

1of7


http://www.cayugalake.org/

review of the Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations, and expresses gratitude for the
recent initiative to move the review process forward.

By unanimous vote of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network Board of Directors, signed on behalf
of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

A

Liz Kreitinger, M.S.
Steward/Executive Director
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

Date: 3/14/2023
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CAYUGA COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

Mr. Keith Batman
President

December 20, 2022

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
MY5 State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul,

The Cayuga County Board of Health wishes to express its grave concern that the Mew York State
Department of Health (NYSDOH) has not yet completed their review of proposed changes to
the Owasco Watershed Rules and Regulations. The proposed changes were forwarded to the
NYSDOH in Decernber 2020. There was a timeline in place to have this resolved by December
2022 that eriginal timeline was delayed and now the NYSDOH timeline is undetermined.

This concern is based upon the rapidly deteriorating water guality of Owasco Lake, the drinking
source for over 44,000 Cayuga County residents, The attached chart shows that the level of
micracystin in the raw water entering the City of Auburn’s water treatment plant has increased
exponentially since 2017. Some of the levels seen this past year in 2022 are an order of
magnitude greater than the highest seen in 2017. We are worried that if the microcystin levels
in the raw water continue to increase, at some point the City of Auburn’s treatment plant will
be unable to remove all the toxins from the water before it reaches the consumer. Short-term
exposure to cyanotoxins in drinking water has been reported to result in gastroenteritis, which
may include diarrhea, vomiting, nausea, abdominal pain, and liver and kidney damage in
humans.

The disinfection by-product data from public water systems within Cayuga County that utilize
water drawn from Owasco Lake, which includes the City of Auburn, the Town of Owasco and 14
purchase systems, is further evidence of the lake's deteriorating water quality. Currently seven
of these public water systems are in violation of Subpart 5-1 of the Mew York State Sanitary
Code as their locational running annual average of total trihalomethanes (TTHMs) has exceeded
80 ppm. In addition, six systems had their highest ever TTHM value in the third quarter of
2022, including the City of Auburn. The chart with this information is enclosed. TTHMs, a
group of chermicals that includes chloroform, bromoform, bromodichloromethane, and
chlorodibromomethane, have been reported to be assoclated with increased risk for certain
types of cancer and low birth weights, miscarriages, and birth defects.

The proposed changes to the Owasco Watershed Rules and Regs that were transmitted to the
MYSDOH two years ago were developed over a three year period after cyanotoxins were found

30of7



CAYUGA COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

Mr. Keith Batman
President

in the drinking water for the City of Auburn and the Town of Owasco. A thoughtful,
transparent, evidence based, and engaged public participation process was undertaken to
update and improve the existing Owasco Watershed Rules and Regulations that were
promulgated in 1984 in order to protect Owasco Lake as a source of drinking water. The
Cayuga County Board of Health is alarmed and outraged that, in spite of the ongoing water
quality deterioration, the NYSDOH has failed to act to protect the public health of our residents.
The Watershed working group has diligently met its own timelines and obligations and requests
the State does so as well. We respectfully ask you, as Governor of New York State, to direct the
NYSDOH to complete their review of the proposed draft of the Owasco Watershed Rules and
Regulations, so that it can be adopted and the water quality can be better protected from all
sources of pollution.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sln7rely,

Kelth Batman
President, Cayuga County Board of Health

Cc: NYS Elected Officials

4 0of7



[EBr BMllls V:g gdugll
Port Byron (’ CCWSA 3831 ——LRAAQ Public Water
maﬁ% n"-ﬂ_ an. 64, 65 ug/L j LI ﬂz‘ 10 W] systems Utilizing
) a3 Rosult: 101 ugl |\[Q3 Results: €2, 84 v/l \p Osikiics Lake
NYS Thruway ] o _L — ’ A / 4
LRAA Q3: 86 ug/L - )
Q3 Result: 105 ug/L g x ; B'Al T U S o) Disinfection
T\l Byproducts
/o \E ) Locational Running
(1 : - Annual Average
i PortB &ﬂ'gf,, G (LRAA) Q3 2022
A Q3 Result: 112 uglL
FINaEzL
& Rl Q3 Ruult. 83 ugn. :
Montezuma /'ﬂ::oop SO S G S e O '
LRAA Q3: 71 ug/L : | S ettt
) |LRAAQ3: 75 uglL f I A NSRRI e ...
LLLLLULL S oY Relult: 98 uglL s
7~ | A\ v SENNETT
\ \ y % ‘\n\ .? “,,,\ ogts S
_[Aurelius WD #3 . —
|| [LRAA Q3: 73, 88 ug/L Sennett WD #2
7| Q3 Results: 91, 98 ug/L LRAA Q3: 54, 61 uglL
| e ,}/ - - L Q3 Results: 80, 87 ug/L
\ Aurellus WD #2 v W=
“|LRAAQ3: 45ugll. K. s Sy aui | A
. [Q3 Results: 46 uglL. | : % ¥ t

) ” L1
KEY
- Red indicates a system
currently in violation, LRAA

>80 ppb.

- Orange indicates a Q3
sample resull. higher than
the MCL.

- Any underlined value Is a
result higher than ever
recorded.

.pﬂngs

Ay

“|Auburm
™{LRAA Q3: 46, 49, 68, 77 ug/L
-|Q3 Results: 62, 63, 86 & 108 ug/L

;\urollus WD i#1 5 ‘ o ¢
LRAA Q3: 59 ug/L | 0 WAs.‘;o
-|Q3 Result: 49 ugIL

V| Py e ) 8 h S -

FLEMIN«
Owasco WD #1 & 2
), Q. 7« |LRAA Q3: 63, 81 ug/L
- Q3 Results: 60, 78 ug/L

" |Fleming WD #1 & 2
LRAA Q3: 53, 82 ug/L.
Q3 Results: 75, 125 ug/L
| ‘ &
‘-—-—."-"1 m—ye [ \ .
Springport WDﬂlFlomlng WD#B f
LRAA Q3: 85, 87 ug/L P
Q3 Results: 107, 112 ug/L e

' NXLES |

1

50f7




(44114

[ XA A4 ococ 6102 gLoz FAR FA
-

R

uingny - sjjnsay unsAs0udiy 193ep Mey Z220¢ - L10T

ol
cl
145
gL
8l

(6n) uopeUasuo) UPSAI010|Y

60of 7



gzoe Lzoz 0202 6102 gioe Loz

H

oaseMQ - S}|nsay uI3sAd0idIj 193 Mey ZZ0Z - LL0Z

™~ o 0 o 4 N 3R o
o o o o o o o
(-ufin) uopeULIUOH UISAD0IOIN

X
o

7 of 7



