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Cayuga Lake Watershed Network 

PO Box 348  

Aurora, NY, 13026 

www.cayugalake.org 

It takes a Network to protect a watershed! 

                              

 

March 28, 2023 

The Honorable Kathy Hochul 

Governor of New York State 

NYS Capital Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

RE: Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations  

Cayuga Lake Watershed Network Resolution 

Dear Governor Hochul, 

The Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (est. 1998) passed a resolution at its March 14th, 2023, 

Board of Directors Meeting in support of the Cayuga County Board of Health’s 12/20/2022 

request that the NYSDOH be directed to complete their review of the proposed draft Owasco 

Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations. In February, we learned that the NYSDOH is moving 

forward with its review including public stakeholder meetings. We would like to express our 

thanks for that initiative.  

 

Our watershed is directly adjacent to the Owasco Lake Watershed. The City of Auburn public 

water supply, drawn from Owasco Lake, serves residents within our watershed, and Cayuga Lake 

shares many of the same water quality issues that Owasco Lake is currently experiencing.  

The Cayuga Lake Watershed Network has followed the progress of the Owasco Lake Watershed 

efforts to revise their existing watershed rules and regulations for the protection of public 

drinking water sources and other valuable uses of the lake and tributaries for years. In 2020, we 

passed a resolution endorsing the revised Owasco Watershed Rules and Regulations, and 

requested that the existing, outdated, 1984 Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations be 

repealed and replaced with the revised version, which was developed through a thorough, 

evidence-based process including significant stakeholder engagement.  

 
Now, increasing microcystin toxin levels measured in the Owasco Lake drinking water sources 
over the last 5 years threaten to exceed the removal capacity of the treatment system, and the 
MCL exceedances of disinfection by-product total triholamethanes (TTHMs) require immediate 
action to protect the Owasco Lake from further pollution.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network supports the 
Cayuga County Board of Health’s request to Governor Hochul that the NYSDOH complete its 
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review of the Owasco Lake Watershed Rules and Regulations, and expresses gratitude for the 
recent initiative to move the review process forward.  
 
By unanimous vote of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network Board of Directors, signed on behalf 
of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network 

 

 

                                                            Date: 3/14/2023 

Liz Kreitinger, M.S. 
Steward/Executive Director 

Cayuga Lake Watershed Network 
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