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Finger Lakes Institute

We promote environmental research and education about the Finger 
Lakes and surrounding environments. In collaboration with regional 

partners and state and local government offices, the FLI fosters 
environmentally-sound development practices throughout the region 

and disseminates knowledge to the public. 



Finger Lakes Partnership For Region 
Invasive Species Management (FL PRISM)

o Finger Lakes PRISM is one of eight regional 
partnerships in NYS

o Integrated approach to mgmt.

o Allows partners to share and leverage limited 
resources

o Highly-visible program that builds community 
awareness and participation

o Funding through the EPF administered by the 
NYSDEC to host organizations



What’s an Invasive Species?
An invasive species is one that is non-native to the ecosystem under 
consideration and whose introduction causes, or is likely to cause, 
economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. 

Economic: 

Impacts on agriculture, recreation, wood/forest products, trade/shipping, tourism, utilities 
(power plants) and management costs.

Environmental:

Impacts on biodiversity, structural diversity, natural processes, aesthetics, ecosystem 
function and services.

Human Health:

Impacts on soil, water and air quality, flooding, injury, and disease/illness. 
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Best chance to manage



Hydrilla

http://www.in-fisherman.com/conservation-politics/fish-spawning/

• Named for mythological, multi-headed monster Hydra
• Outcompetes all native vegetation 

• Rapid growth- up to an inch/day!
• Able to grow in low-light conditions
• Absorbs nutrients from water and sediment

• Decreases dissolved oxygen levels
• Eliminates fish spawning sites

http://www.listsworld.com/greek-mythology-creatures/



Hydrilla growth
• Usually in water depths < 25 feet

• Where water temperatures are at 
least 68°F for two months, 
sprouts when water becomes 
50°F or warmer

• Reproduces by seed, turion, 
tuber, and fragmentation
• Tubers may be viable for 4 years

• Forms dense mats

• Grows up to 9 m in length



Hydrilla Identification

Look at:

1. Leaf arrangement- alternate (single), 
opposite (pair), WHORL (more than 2 
leaves arranged together)

2. Number of leaves in a whorl
4 or less, 4 OR MORE?

3. Leaf margins- smooth or TOOTHED

4. Presence of TUBERS/TURIONS



Regional Context

• Large geographic 
region, easily accessible

• Interconnectivity

• Heavy boat traffic, out 
of state visitors



Prevention=Protection = $$ Saved

Invest in programs to prevent spread

• Watercraft steward programs

• Education and outreach

• Early detection through surveys


